SILVER'SHEMMINGS

SOLICITORS

ARTICLE: Court rules - changes to Part 36 Offers to settle

As of 6th April 2007 the rules relating to offers to settle under CPR Part 36 change so that
when a defendant make a Part 36 offer to settle it is not a requirement to make a payment
of that amount into court as is required at the current time.

This means that Part 36 offers now come more into line with the requirements of a
calderbank offer under the Arbitration Laws However the rules now state that once the
offer has been accepted, payment has to be made within 14 days of the date of acceptance
failing which the claimant can go ahead and enter judgment for that amount.

With this tightening up of the rules, this may mean more claims going to litigation rather
than arbitration.
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